The oral/dental/craniofacial complex as a model for inflammatory disease.
Many inflammatory diseases, including periodontitis, are the result of uncontrolled destruction of host tissues by the host's own inflammatory response. Periodontitis as well as other inflammatory diseases are initiated by bacteria that results from host cell-mediated tissue destruction. The study of inflammation of the oral cavity and craniofacial complex provides an excellent window to the understanding of more complex and difficult to study conditions. In this article, the inflammatory process in periodontitis is reviewed with an emphasis on control pathways that naturally limit inflammation.